SOLVING THE RELATIONSHIP RUBIK'S CUBE

Corner Cutting Our Way to a Healthy Marriage
January 8-9, 2022

Corner Cutting: All Rubik’s Cubers know this technique is about
moving one side of the cube to push another side into alignment.

Marital Corner Strategy: This is where both spouses compromise
certain expectations in order to achieve alignment with his/her
spouse.

6 Corner Cutting Strategies for Marriage:

Matthew 19:4-6 (TPT)

“Haven’t you read the Scriptures about creation?’ Jesus replied. ‘The
Creator made us male and female from the very beginning,” and ‘For
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and live with his
wife. And the two will become one flesh.” From then on, they are no
longer two, but united as one. So what God unites let no one divide!”

CCS #1 Make a spiritual covenant before God and the Law.
A Biblical covenant for every couple:
e Legqgally follow the laws of the land where you live.

Romans 13:1 (TPT)

“Every person must submit to and support the authorities over him. For
there can be no authority in the universe except by God’s appointment,
which means that every authority that exists has been instituted by
God.”

e Spiritually follow the guidance of church leadership.

1 Peter 5:2 (TPT)

“...to be compassionate shepherds who tenderly care for God’s flock
and who feed them well, for you have the responsibility to guide,
protect, and oversee. Consider it a joyous pleasure and not merely a
religious duty. Lead from the heart under God’s leadership—not as a
way to gain finances dishonestly but as a way to eagerly and
cheerfully serve.”

o Physically consummate the relationship if possible.
“And the two will become one flesh.’
CCS #2 Embrace the permanence of my vows.

Genesis 2:24 (NLT)
“This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to
his wife, and the two are united into one.”

“Make a promise to have a no escape clause.”
CCS #3 Recognize the sacredness of marriage and honor it.

Genesis 2:22-23 (NLT)

“Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to
the man. ‘At last!’ the man exclaimed. ‘This one is bone from my bone,
and flesh from my flesh! She will be called ‘woman,’ because she was
taken from ‘man.”

“We make our promise to God before our spouse.”
CCS #4 Protect the intimacy of the physical relationship.

Genesis 2:25 (NLT)
“Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame.”

1 Corinthians 7:2-4 (NLT)

“But because there is so much sexual immorality, each man should
have his own wife, and each woman should have her own husband. The
husband should fulfill his wife’s sexual needs, and the wife should fulfill
her husband’s needs. The wife gives authority over her body to her
husband, and the husband gives authority over his body to his wife.”

“We make the passionate pleasure of our spouse our primary
focus.”

Hebrews 13:4 (MSG)
“Honor marriage, and guard the sacredness of sexual intimacy between
wife and husband. God draws a firm line against casual and illicit sex.”

CCS #5 Exchange selfishness for total mutuality.

Ephesians 5:21-26 (TPT)

“And out of your reverence for Christ be supportive of each other in
love. For wives, this means being devoted to your husbands like you are
tenderly devoted to our Lord, for the husband provides leadership for
the wife, just as Christ provides leadership for his church, as the Savior
and Reviver of the body. In the same way the church is devoted to
Christ, let the wives be devoted to their husbands in everything. And to
the husbands, you are to demonstrate love for your wives with the same
tender devotion that Christ demonstrated to us, his bride. For he died
for us, sacrificing himself to make us holy and pure, cleansing us
through the showering of the pure water of the Word of God.”



“We make our spouses happiness and contentment more
important than our own.”

CCS #6 Honor the exclusivity of my marriage above all other
relationships.

Ephesians 5:27-33 (TPT)

“All that he does in us is designed to make us a mature church for his
pleasure, until we become a source of praise to him—glorious and
radiant, beautiful and holy, without fault or flaw. Husbands have the
obligation of loving and caring for their wives the same way they love
and care for their own bodies, for to love your wife is to love your own
self. No one abuses his own body, but pampers it—serving and
satisfying its needs. That’s exactly what Christ does for his church! He
serves and satisfies us as members of his body. For this reason a man
is to leave his father and his mother and lovingly hold to his wife, since
the two have become joined as one flesh. Marriage is the beautiful
design of the Almighty, a great mystery of Christ and his church. So
every married man should be gracious to his wife just as he is gracious
to himself. And every wife should be tenderly devoted to her husband.”

“We make our marriage the paramount relationship in our life.”
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